2014 Q1 NEWS
Save Tootgarook Swamp Newsletter

March 2014

www.savetootgarookswamp.org

Celebrating World Wetland Day
2014.
Our World wetland day event, 2nd of February 2014, has come and gone and the new
year is in full swing both in the swamp and for the group.
Despite the very hot condition, our World Wetland Day event went ahead and a great
time was had by all. Sadly the soaring temperatures forced some of the participants to
cancel but those who did come enjoyed sharing their knowledge of wetlands with all
who came along.
A huge thankyou to all the team who helped organise the day, all the participants who
gave up their Sunday to attend and all the locals and not so local visitors who came
along to learn a little about this unique swamp which exists here.
We are already planning for next year and hope to keep growing this event over time,
especially as the spotlight on the Tootgarook Swamp is getting ever brighter. Our
hope is to help raise the communities awareness of this great wetland system that sits
right behind Rosebud and one day, maybe not so far in the future, be sharing this area
worldwide as a new addition to the international RAMSAR sites.

“We do not
inherit the earth
from our
ancestors; we
borrow it from
our children”
Chief Seattle.

So look out over the next year for posters and updates on our World Wetland Day
Event for next year.
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Tootgarook Swamp Stakeholder Meeting.
After a lengthy pause between meetings, the group finally got together again on the 19th
March, over half a year since the last meeting.
The purpose being to re-connect after the break and for the members to provide valuable
input into the ecological character description for the swamp, specifically regarding wetland
services and benefits. The full report by BMT into the feasibility of a RAMSAR for the site to
be presented to the group within a month or so, before going before Council.

Recently public were invited to
test Southern Rural Water’s
draft groundwater atlas for the
Port Phillip and Western Port
region.

Items of note on the day are:
Shire Zoning update for the swamp indicates that currently very little headway is being made
into re-zoning the land into something more appropriate. On the upside investigation into a
stricter and more rigid environmental significance overlay is being conducted. Currently several such overlays exist over the swamp and all have done very little to prevent inappropriate activities.
A further meeting will be held over zoning and current application issues at the request of
members.
The audit report for the old tip on the swamp came back low risk but more information has
been requested about the ecological value of the area and is currently being undertaken.
Requests to clean up the site especially the road maintenance area have been taken on
board.
In conclusion it is great to see the high hopes most in the group have for the swamp, unfortunately it remains to be seen whether the Council is prepared to go all the way to protect it.
In any case we shall keep everyone informed as it progresses.

Exciting new bird sightings in the swamp.

The draft atlas provides readers
with information about the
groundwater cycle, the aquifers
of the region, how groundwater
is used and how it is managed
in the region.
Tootgarook Swamp was noted
as significant for the Nepean
aquifer. It was noted as a Dune
Swamp connected to the upper
aquifer, with a uniquely shallow
groundwater table.
This shallow groundwater keeps
the swamp wet and maintains
its habitat as well as preventing
the exposure of toxic acid sulphate soils and protection from
flooding downstream.
The atlas will be available to
public later this year.

Firstly start of February saw observers spotting the endangered Australasian Bittern
out in the Tootgarook Swamp. The swamp’s most fragile bird inhabitant it was a welcome relief to know he is still in the area as it indicates a healthy biodiversity in the
area.
A week later the Southern Emu-wren was photographed after a 15 year absence. During a Birdlife survey conducted within the Tootgarook Swamp at Boneo Park Equestrian Centre the bird caused a flurry of excitement amongst the watchers and several
images were captured. Also spotted in the Tootgarook Swamp were the Striated Field

-wren and the Native Hen, both new sightings for the swamp bird list. soon).
To top it off the Sacred Kingfisher has made a return to the swamp too after a 20 year
absence..
Things are looking up in the Tootgarook Swamp and if all goes well, it'll just keep
Rare Southern Emu-wren spotted in the
Tootgarook Swamp.

getting better.
2

VCAT APPEAL FOR ST ELMOS
SWAMP ISLAND
Two years on from the VCAT refusal of the retirement village development in the swamp, we are readying for round
two.
The Village Glen's application was refused by council in December and as such an appeal has been made to VCAT and so
on May 12-15 we will again battle for the swamp.
Thankfully this round will see the council fighting on the swamps side Save Tootgarook swamp Inc. will represent the
swamp separately to bolster the case for this precious site and are confident of getting a good outcome.
Individuals in the group have been working tirelessly to prepare
submissions and expert witness statements for the hearing to
give the Tootgarook swamp the best possible chance for protection.
Sadly for the swamp, since 2009 illegal activities at the site have
already caused damage and, though not irreversible, this transgression has gone unpunished, not without any small amount of
effort on the groups part to see state law enforced.
Save Tootgarook swamp Inc. will do all it can to see this site preserved as its preservation is essential to the health and biodiversity of the entire Tootgarook swamp and the Nepean peninsula,
which benefit from its free irreplaceable eco-services.
Donations are very much welcome at this time, for the group to
see this appeal through, and we appreciate any amount of help
immensely.
Donations can be made via bank transfer to,
Account Name: Save Tootgarook Swamp
Financial Institution: Commonwealth Bank of Australia
BSB: 06 3540
Account Number: 1058 2313
Please make cheques or money orders out to "Save Toogarook Swamp Inc" and post to:
Save Tootgarook Swamp
C/O 116 Elizabeth Ave
Rosebud West
Victoria, Australia 3940

Or go to http://www.savetootgarookswamp.org/ and see the donate page for more options.
You can even make a donation by buying something for yourself or a friend from our swamp store which has heaps of
great gift ideas.
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Exhausted
Short tailed
Shearwater
found in
Swamp.
On Saturday the 9th of November astute staff at Boneo Park
equestrian centre found an injured bird.
The bird ended up being identified by Craig Thomson of Animalia
Wildlife Shelter as a Short tailed
Shearwater.
Image: Swamp Management Guidelines.

Our Swamp Management Guidelines.

The good news was that it had no
physical marks or broken bones
though was suffering severe fatigue.

In October we released the public draft of our swamp management guidelines
for public input, comments and feedback, it was also provided to the Mornington Peninsula Shire, South East Water, Melbourne Water, and the Victorian and
Federal Environment Ministers.
Feedback from many members of the community has been flowing back in
which is absolutely fantastic, and we hope that much more input, feedback and
comments continue.

If you find injured wildlife near or
around the Tootgarook Swamp,
or elsewhere on the Nepean Peninsula, pleas contact Animalia
Wildlife Shelter on
0435 822 699 or Crystal Ocean
Wildlife Shelter on
0407 787 770 .

If you haven’t seen them yet, the document is available from the home page of
www.savetootgarookswamp.org, under Downloads and Newsletters, bottom
right hand side.

Would you like to write an
article for our next newsletter?
The catch it has to be about the Tootgarook Swamp catchment.

Please email your article to
contact@savetootgarookswamp.org

Save Tootgarook Swamp
contact@savetootgarookswamp.org

Short Tailed Shearwater rescued at
Boneo Park, Tootgarook Swamp
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Save Tootgarook Swamp Website Upgrades.
As the Tootgarook Swamp is an ever evolving wetland system changing with seasons, water availability and
weather, so to is our website, evolving that is. Aiming at providing a rich and immersive user experience of
what can be found at the Tootgarook Swamp is a long term goal.
Located at www.savetootgarookswamp.org expansion of information is continuing. Upgrades to the fauna pages and
flora pages are underway, the initial concept has had to be reworked to provide a smoother user experience on slower
connections.
The website has been designed mobile friendly with a matching mobile site for smartphones, being able to hopefully provide some on field identification when you are out and about in and around the Tootgarook Swamp.
Fauna pages have been modified to provide multiple photos and video all taken right here at the Tootgarook swamp and
its adjacent buffer zone. As well as each species showing it’s conservation status, and eventually descriptions.
The Flora page will be going a gradual upgrade of a break down into, Trees, Shrubs, Ferns, Grasses, Rushes, Sedges,
Wildflowers and Herbs. Each plant with descriptions and photos of the plants parts and flowers, again all photos taken
right here at the Tootgarook swamp and its adjacent buffer zone.
Help is needed in the area of descriptions of the fauna and flora, and missing photos, the lists have been complied from
available ecology reports, recorded sightings and photographic records. So for some species that may have been recorded on an ecological survey, we unfortunately do not have photos for.
We hope to provide an important education resource to the community, something that the public can have a sense belong to and say that’s our local wetland and the Nepean Peninsulas most important natural resource.

Have a look at the website at www.savetootgarookswamp.org
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Still Get Your Sticker for $1

Contact Us

You can now show your support for Tootgarook Swamp by buying a sticker
for your car, workplace, home or any where else you feel like placing it.

Give us a call for more information
about our services and products

Not only do the stickers look great, they are durable and the eye catching
design will draw peoples attention.

Save Tootgarook Swamp
Care of
116 Elizabeth Ave
Rosebud West.
Victoria
3940

The stickers are only $1.00 and all proceeds go back to the group, so buy a
couple and give some to your friends and family.
If you would like some stickers send us an email with your request and we
will organize a suitable pickup/delivery.
Sticker payments or any other donations to aid the group can be made by
Bank transfer to
Save Tootgarook Swamp Inc.
BSB 063540
Account No. 10582313

0409 936 577
savetootgarookswamp@outlook.com

See our website
www.savetootgarookswamp.org

Cheque/money orders also welcome. See postal address opposite.

"This wetland has the ability to provide for the community, with jobs and income potentially forever if
looked after, residential homes do not."

Sender
Save Tootgarook Swamp
Care of
116 Elizabeth Ave
Rosebud West.
Victoria
3940

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

