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Spring into Wetlands Day

“You cannot get

Save Tootgarook Swamp held the first of its new annual Swamp Wetland Day Events
last September with great results. Despite the low rainfall over 2014 the swamp was
still in fine form in September to impress all its visitors. Held at the Tootgarook Wetland Reserve, Truemans Road Sports Reserve, Spring into Wetlands Day, as the
event was officially named, was a chance for us to interact and educate the public
about wetlands and in particular our very special wetland, Tootgarook Swamp.

through a single day

We had a number of stalls set up on the day for community education and kids activities, including ourselves, Animalia, Friends of Tootgarook Wetlands Reserves, Seeds
Bushland restoration and Birdlife Australia.

around you. What

Shire Natural Systems team member, Matt Stahmer, organised the Lions club to do a
free sausage sizzle on the day with vegie burgers and drinks as well. Matt also arranged for well known local zoologist, Malcolm Legg, to do 2 wetland walks through
the wetland alongside the Birdlife team and Seeds supplied some bird finder checklists and binoculars for the kids for the walks.

difference, and you

We made up some great free wetland bags for the day, which included some kids
activities and games, shire brochures, Melbourne Water Waterways Kit and magnet,
a Connie's Tootgarook Swamp card as well as a voucher for the Shire nursery for a
free plant which Laura Crilley, Shire Conservation officer, organised.
This is the third event we’ve held for the swamp and though it’s lots of work organising and running it is always worth all the heartache in the end when we see people
walk away with a new perspective on wetlands and a greater understanding and appreciation of how important wetlands are for the health of our planet and indeed ourselves.
Preparations are underway for SPRING INTO WETLANDS 2015 so keep a look out
for more details as we get closer to the event. If you would like to be part of the day in
some way or have suggestions on things we could do we’d love to hear from you so
throw us a line on Facebook, our website or email us at,
savetootgarookswamp@outlook.com

Spring into Wetlands part of Peninsula Wetland Week 13th to the 21st of September
2014 .

without having an
impact on the world
you do makes a
have to decide what
kind of difference you
want to make.”
~ Jane Goodall
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Help raise awareness for
Save Tootgarook Swamp.

Council Amendment C188– New ESO for Swamp.
The Council is moving ahead with delivering on the changes to the Tootgarook Swamp zoning and protection that we mentioned in our
previous newsletter.
The first of these changes is in the form of Amendment C188 which includes R1184 proposing to replace the existing ESO24 over the
swamp with a new Environmental Significance Overlay, Schedule 30 (ESO30) and extend it to cover other areas of the Tootgarook
Swamp including Additional Council land at 113C-119 Truemans Road and 240 Hiscock Road (i.e. the Truemans Road Recreation
Reserve and closed landfill); and The golf course component of the Village Glen.
This Amendment was unanimously approved by Councillors and will now be prepared for exhibition before going to the Planning Minister for final approval.
This is the first big step in acknowledging the swamps value and significance to the people of the old, now and the future and it’s all
come about because of community support and perseverance.
ESO30 will add significant strength to the protection of the Tootgarook Swamp from inappropriate activities and developments. Some
important points contained within the proposal ESO are:


The wetland is of state ecological significance



The presence and ongoing conservation of species within the wetland is important to the significance of the site and maintaining
its ecological character.



Regulation of use and development within the wetland and its catchment is necessary to protect and maintain its ecological values and environmental services, including the provision of viable habitat linkages between the wetland components (inundated
and dry land), waterways, buffer areas and the marine receiving environment of Port Phillip Bay.

Proposed Environmental Objectives to be achieved include;


To protect the integrity of the Tootgarook wetland groundwater dependant ecosystem



To implement all EPBC and FFG action plans applicable to recorded species and communities.



To maintain and improve the biological, physical and chemical quality of water with the watercourse, waterbody, wetland and soil.



To restore and maintain the natural hydrological regime and associated ability of wetland to carry environmental flows.



To avoid adverse impacts on the ecological character and values of the Tootgarook Wetland.



To encourage use or development that can secure conservation of significant Tootgarook wetland environmental values.



To avoid disturbing potential acid sulphate soils

This is the first of a staged series of proposed changes which are planned for the swamp’s future protection and guidance and which
we welcome as hopefully heralding in a new era of management for this fragile site which the community has long sought protection
for.
It is also of significant note that the report presented to the Shire Councillors acknowledged the development of this new ESO proposal
as being a result of a COMMUNITY GENERATED ACTION in support of strengthened provisions to protect the wetlands. All our
members should be proud of the role which they have played to see change come about.
Save Tootgarook Swamp has been fighting hard to protect the biodiversity of this beautiful site which you the community have told us
you want to see preserved and we will continue to monitor and contribute to the changes being made for the wetlands protection and
maintain a vigilant watch to ensure that the policies set up to look after our wetland are abided by.
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Peninsula Wetland Week.
Peninsula Wetland Week is a new idea which we started last year. The idea being to have an entire week celebrating our local wetland environments. Held in September as part of Biodiversity month the idea was well supported by many locals and even visitors to
the Peninsula even though it is still in its early stages of growth.
The concept of Peninsula Wetland Week will likely take a while to catch on but we hope to get more involvement over time from other
local wetland related groups and authorities as well as encourage the community to engage with these said groups and also to get out
there and visit, learn about and celebrate our local Peninsula Wetlands.
Below is a list of some of the things achieved over the week.
We set up a Facebook page, Peninsula Wetland Week, where the community could see what events were being held throughout the
peninsula during the week and how to get involved as well as ideas for wetland theme projects at home, e.g. build a rain garden, wetland theme baking ideas, or wetland education websites for kids to explore. We also allowed access for posts from the public so everyone could share photos of things they did during wetland week or ideas for celebrating wetlands.
Friends of Coolart created a special event just for the week, Breakfast with the Birds, which included 2 guided walks through the wetlands with their knowledgeable Ranger who set up some special viewings with the scope for the day, like the scope viewings of the
Cape Barren Geese which are new visitors to the wetlands.
Several of the wetland Friends groups had their monthly working bee's during that week which we posted on the page so people could
attend.
Landcare had a RSVP organised walk for 20 people through the Trust for Nature Site Tootgarook Swamp at Boneo Park.
Mornington Park Primary School performed the production, The Symphony, during Peninsula Wetland week. The whole school play
showed the importance of caring for the environment and highlights the interrelated nature of all creatures in wetlands. The 'Our Environment' Extension Group was also going to be presenting a workshop, 'Caring for Tanti Creek' at a Kids Teaching Kids Conference
on the 12th September.
Local business, Paino Bakery in Dromana, helped people celebrate wetland week by offering a free coffee if you visited and mentioned wetland week and also by having made up picnics for order to take out on a wetland visit.
We also advertised the page through Facebook Advertising throughout the whole month leading up and several Wetland affiliated
groups like Wetland Care Aus. shared the page on their own Facebook pages to give us more coverage.
We will keep the Facebook page running with updates for next year's Peninsula Wetland Week and in the meantime try to get some
more groups to be involved in the week. We encourage all our swamp supporters to get involved in celebrating all our wetlands not
just the Tootgarook Swamp because ultimately the swamp will not survive without the existence of its sister wetlands which add to the
network of biodiversity corridors so essential for the continuation of life both plant and animal.
If you have ideas on how we can grow Peninsula Wetland Week 2015 we’d love to hear from you or better yet share your ideas on the
Peninsula Wetland Week Facebook Page and lets get the community talking about wetlands and what part they can play in raising
awareness of them and the important role which they play in our lives.

The Peninsula Wetland Week Facebook Page.
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Aerial Photo’s Campaign.
In our last newsletter we mentioned that we had come across some old historical
aerial photos of the Tootgarook Swamp and were working at acquiring these. This
has not occurred yet due to inability to obtain support from other parties to help
purchase them. To get the optimal selection of negatives we are looking at around
$4500 and given how useful these photos would be in acquiring a more detailed
knowledge of the Tootgarook Swamp area, historical usage, water levels and
spread, plus vegetation changes of the past we had hoped to make a joint purchase with the Shire, Melbourne Water and other interested parties who would
benefit from the knowledge gained. Though
interest has been shown none of the parties
have yet made a commitment to going
ahead with purchase as yet despite many
months having passed. Thus the Save Tootgarook Swamp Committee has decided that
the opportunity to acquire these aerial photos is too important to not pursue and so
we will need to raise the money ourselves.
With that in mind it has been decided to run
a crowdfunding campaign through the
online organisation Pozible. We are still in the process of creating our campaign
which will need to be catchy and interesting if it is to be successful. Once completed we will need to get the approval of the Pozible team to go ahead with it and
then the campaign will run for a period of maximum 8 weeks in which time we will
need to get enough supporters pledging money to the campaign to meet the target goal required. We’ll also be offering rewards for pledges to encourage people
to support our campaign. If we can make a good enough campaign initiative we’ll
be able to raise the funds to get those aerial photos and put them to good use and
of course our big priority will be to make them available to the public because the
existence of the Tootgarook Swamp has been hidden for far too long and its time
we changed that. So keep an eye out for your chance to be part of it.
4

Shire Stakeholder Committee
The Shire coordinated Swamp Stakeholder Committee which we take an active
role in has met twice since our last newsletter and we are happy to say that
steady progress is being made by the Council with regards the preservation
and protection of Tootgarook Swamp.
Though we went in unsure of how seriously the Council would take its role in
regards to the swamp and whether it would hear and acknowledge the voice of
the community given how long the area has been fought for by advocates like
Norman McKinlay. We are now confident that the Shire is most certainly stepping up to the challenge of managing the Tootgarook Swamp for the future and
not only that but that they are actually pretty excited about it and the potential
which this fragile area has as a showpiece of the Mornington Peninsula natural
environment.
The first of the two meetings was held in August 2014 and we were treated to
an in-depth presentation from highly regarded local zoologist, Malcolm Legg,
who had been carrying out a year long survey of the swamp for the Shire. What
he presented solidified for many of the members and for the Shire officers and
Councillors alike what we have been saying all along, that the Tootgarook
Swamp is a highly complex and uniquely biodiverse ecosystem with no comparison on the Mornington Peninsula and that it’s protection and preservation is
imperative. Following this presentation we went on to work as teams writing up
our thoughts and ideas for the Tootgarook Wetland Management Plan which
the Shire will use to make into a final draft in the near future. Though we were
limited for time we were able to take these sheets away and work on them with
our Save Tootgarook Swamp members and draw your knowledge and thoughts
to really come up with some great strategies for the management plan which
we then forwarded on the Shire Tootgarook Swamp Team. It was fantastic for
our group to be able to be part of this process since we hope it will help guide
the Shire in forming a suitable Management Plan for the Tootgarook Swamp
something which is sorely needed but which could be damaging if it is not done
in a careful and informed manner.
The second of the meetings was an end of year meeting in December 2014 in
which we heard from Guest Speaker, Cassie Price, Regional Manager for Wetland Care Australia. This was significant because Wetland Care Australia is the
only non-government agency in Australia solely devoted to Wetlands. Ms Price
had valuable knowledge to share having been involved in many wetland preservation and restoration projects across Australia many of which have not been
that dissimilar to the Tootgarook Swamp. We are hopeful that the Shire will be
able to form a relationship with Wetland Care Australia, one in which they can
offer support and guidance for Shire as they work towards the goal of restoration and long-term sustainable management of the Tootgarook Swamp. Looking after a wetland is not an easy task and many challenges need to faced and
addressed at the Tootgarook Swamp but with the right attitude, which the Shire
seems to have, and the right knowledge and support network it can be done
and done well. There was a final team discussion about ideas for Tootgarook
Wetland community events for the future which can engage and inform the
community about the wetland. We are fully supportive of this project and indeed
have already been actively running events as a group. Save Tootgarook
Swamp believes that the best protection for the Tootgarook Swamp is to engage the local and wider community and really get them excited and interested
in there local wetland. We want them to feel proud of this unique spot and we
want them to want to be part of caring for it both now and in the future.
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Tootgarook
Wetland Reserves
Project.
The Tootgarook Wetland Reserve’s artificial
wetland at the Truemans Road Sports Reserve is set to get an exciting upgrade this
year.
CoDesign Studio is collaborating with Hands
On Learning
Australia andFriends of Tootgarook Wetland
Reserves, to work with the Rosebud West
community to make improvements to the
Tootgarook Wetland Reserves.
There first project has been a Youth-led Design Challenge involving Rosebud
Secondary College and Eastbourne Primary
School asking kids to design a space and/or
features that they would like to see implemented within the beautiful Tootgarook Wetland Reserve.
Ideas included: making the entry and pathways more inviting, improving boardwalks
and walkways, opportunities for sculpture,
and an identity for the wetland and lots of
great designs have been produced which
would add character to the wetland area.
Over the next year we look forward to seeing
the kids and the community bring these ideas
to life in the reserve. Projects like these show
the importance of our wetlands and kids back
in touch with nature. Good job guys.

Participatory design workshop at the Mornington Peninsula Shire council offices with kids from Eastbourne
Primary School and Rosebud Secondary College, community members and project stakeholders.

2014 Annual
General Meeting.
Shire Nature Strips Policy
Recently the Council placed the new draft Private Works on Nature Strips and Road
Reserves Policy on public exhibition.

Considering that some of the former Tootgarook Swamp is now part of urban
areas and remnant vegetation still occurs in areas of nature strips and road
reserves we deemed it necessary for Save Tootgarook Swamp Inc to put in a
submission regarding this draft proposal.
A total of 20 submissions were received over the exhibition period and when
it was finally bought back to Council for consideration a small number of the
submitters were highlighted in the report including ourselves with a short discourse on our submission which read as follows,
“The submission received from Save Tootgarook Swamp Inc. suggested that
the guidelines for planting on nature strips should be strengthened and plantings restricted to native species only. The submission goes on to note the
beneficial effects of enhancing native vegetation corridors would enhance the
overall landscape of the Peninsula and further contribute to meeting the objectives of the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. This submission also raised
questions about how the Shire proposes to enforce its policy once adopted.”
In the end the policy was passed allowing for approved plantings by residents
along Nature strips and road reserves. This of course sounds easy but the
whole process itself is somewhat complex needing a site plan etc. and requires the signing of a memorandum of understanding with Shire accepting
responsibility for the works and maintenance etc.
So no we probably won’t be seeing mass vegie gardens popping up everywhere but it does mean that thoughtful residents now have the opportunity to
create extended areas of indigenous flora which can make a significant contribution to biodiversity across the Mornington Peninsula.

We held our second annual General
Meeting on Sunday, 5th October 2014
at Vern Wright Reserve Community
Hall in Rosebud West.
It was a time to review our successes
over the past year and looking back we
certainly had a busy year.
Preparing for 2 VCAT cases in the
swamp took up a fair chunk of the year
but we still found time to finalise and
release our Swamp Management
Guidelines, participate in the Stakeholder committee set up to guide the
future management of the swamp and
hold a World Wetland Day community
event and prepare for another one and
that’s just a snippet of what we’ve been
up too.
For the future we expect many challenges ahead but we are preparing for
them and with perseverance and continued pressure on the authorities to do
what’s needed for the swamps protection we anticipate good success for the
Tootgarook Swamps preservation.
2015 is promising to be an interesting
year for the Tootgarook Swamp and
Save Tootgarook Swamp intends to be
right in the thick of it, whatever it may
be.
You can download the full slideshow of
our past year off our website.
http://www.savetootgarookswamp.org/

We are proud to have our input taken into consideration in the Council’s report

Would you like to write an
article for our next newsletter?
The catch it has to be about the Tootgarook Swamp catchment.

Please email your article to
contact@savetootgarookswamp.org

Organization Name
contact@savetootgarookswamp.org

Our Annual General Meeting.
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Help raise awareness for Save
Tootgarook Swamp
You can now show your support for Tootgarook Swamp in many ways such by buying a sticker for
your car, workplace, home or any where else you feel like placing it.
Not only do the stickers look great, they are durable and the eye catching design will draw peoples
attention.
The stickers are only $1.00 and all proceeds go back to the group, so buy a couple and give some
to your friends and family.
If you would like some stickers send us an email with your request and we will organize a suitable
pickup/delivery.

Contact Us
Give us a call for more information about our services and
products
Save Tootgarook Swamp
Care of
116 Elizabeth Ave
Rosebud West.
Victoria
3940

Sticker payments or any other donations to aid the group can be made by Bank transfer to

0409 936 577

Save Tootgarook Swamp Inc.
Account No. 10582313

savetootgarookswamp@outlook.com

BSB 063540

Cheque/money orders also welcome. See postal address opposite.
We also have our merchandise stores with profits going to Save Tootgarook Swamp.
Our Zazzle storefront is located at www.zazzle.com.au/tootgarookswamp and our Redbuble storefront is located at www.redbubble.com/people/tootgarookswamp/shop many of these items are
customizable across a range of products such as artwork to hang, to hats, t-shirts, tote bags etc.
So help raise awareness with these great range of products to your friends and family today.

See our website
www.savetootgarookswamp.org

"This wetland has the ability to provide for the community, with jobs and income potentially forever if
looked after, residential homes do not."

Sender
Save Tootgarook Swamp
Care of
116 Elizabeth Ave
Rosebud West.
Victoria
3940

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

