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Tootgarook Wetland
Management Plan
The preparation of the Tootgarook Wetland Management Plan
is underway. Guided the Mornington Peninsula Shire, in partnership with BMT WBM and WetlandCare Australia, the plan
will recognize the Community’s interest for the conservation of
the wetland system and recent Council resolutions of the Mornington Peninsula Shire.
As part of the plan a new round of community sessions is going
to be held where everyone will get the opportunity to provide
input into the development of the Plan which will map the future
of Tootgarook Swamp. We are strongly encouraging everyone
to be part of this, to take ownership of this wetland which is
ours to care for. Be proud of it and help make it something others can be proud of, something those generations after us are
going to appreciate and respect because ultimately the future of
the environment everywhere rests not with governments but
with individuals and with community.
Significantly the community feedback will be led not by Shire
but by Ms Cassie Price, Regional Manager of the wellrespected non-profit organization WetlandCare Australia who
have been dedicating there efforts to wetland preservation
since 1991 and are still the only organization in Australia solely
interested in representing wetlands.
Public Information Sessions will be
held, Friday 21 August 2015, starting from 1:00pm until 4:30pm, in the
Council Chambers, Queen St,
Mornington.

You can be kept informed of the development of the plan and contribute during the public consultation
period through regular web updates
to be posted on the Council and
WetlandCare’s websites.
Check out all the details of the plan,
including how you can be involved
or can follow the progress via the
Tootgarook Wetland Information
Sheet located on our website.
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"We cannot win this

battle to save species
and environments

without forging an
emotional bond between ourselves and
nature as well - for
we will not fight to

save what we do not
love."

~ Stephen Jay Gould
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New Shire Brochure
We all probably know the old much used flora and fauna Shire bro-

chures which have been around now for some time.
Well now we can look forward to a new brochure advocating the won-

derful natural assets of the Mornington Peninsula which we are familiar
with. Aptly named BIODIVERSITY HIGHLIGHTS OF PENINSULA FLO-

RA AND FAUNA SURVEYS AND RESEARCH, this new brochure aims
to provide a snapshot of the Peninsula obtained over the last decade

through the mapping and surveys undertaken by the Shire as well as
information on current projects, like the Tootgarook Wetlands Study.
Check out the brochure here—http://
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/…/651e7…/151003ca_att_32_1.pdf
The Peninsula is a complex pattern of native vegetation with over 43 vegetation types and associated complex habitats. With the Shire needing to make daily planning and management decisions which may have potential impact on this biodiversity it was apparent there was a need for more detailed mapped flora and fauna

data to aid and inform in the decision making process. This is something we are very familiar with in light of
the challenge related to development and planning in the Tootgarook Swamp and this is becoming an in-

creasing issue with further population density and the ever emerging climate change related challenges which
put ever more pressure on the Peninsula’s biodiversity.
The brochure creation is the result of the Council recognizing the need a number of years ago to move to-

wards more evidence– based decision making and therefore allocating funds towards a Shire wide mapping
project of its natural resources (flora and fauna). The brochure provides a succinct, easy -to-read overview of
the outcomes of the Natural Resource Mapping Project. It provides a ‘stepping stone’ for people interested in
the more detailed information available on the vegetation mapping and Fauna Atlas and is also a fundamental
‘building block’ towards the preparation of the Mornington Peninsula Biodiversity Conservation Plan.
We highly recommend members check out the brochure attachment above as it is a well written and interesting document which gives an insight into the Peninsula not commonly known about. There is also several
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C188 Environmental Overlay Update.
The new Environmental Significance Overlay for the Tootgarook Swamp is
proceeding well with all signs that it will be passed.
Because an objection from a landowner was received by Council regarding
the changes it was necessary for an independent Panel Hearing to be held
with all submitting parties given the ability to make formal verbal supporting
arguments for there submissions before the Panel Members.
Save Tootgarook Swamp attended and group President Cameron Brown
made a 20 min submission on behalf of the group in support of the amendment and with strong emphasis on the overall biodiversity of the Tootgarook
Swamp especially in the areas of private land held by the one landowner
who did officially object to the amendment being placed on his parcel of
land.
However though we strongly support the implementation of this new
ESO30 we did clearly state that we believe it would be more beneficial and
reasonable if it were to go further than it is currently mapped and stretch
out across the area of wetland extent, as shown in BMT WBM Tootgarook
Wetland Ramsar Nomination Feasibility Study March 2015 for the Mornington Peninsula Shire, and include other properties not currently include because while the ecological character of these areas has been diminished,
they still exhibit physical properties suggestive of a wetland and thus they
should be incorporated into the Wetland extent.

We now await the decision of the Panel members regarding the approval of
the ESO30 for implementation into the planning scheme and we are confident in its going ahead. The proposed ESO30 schedule is structured in a
way that will allow greater safeguarding of the biodiversity, hydrological,
and soil values contained within the Tootgarook Swamp when considering
determination of an applications for use and/or development and the Tootgarook Swamp will benefit greatly once it is in place.
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Group budget Submissions.
Save Tootgarook Swamp made several submissions to the Shire Budget for this financial year.
Our first submissions was a recommendation that the Shire consider connecting the 2 industrials estates in Rosebud via
a road bridge over Drum Drum Alloc Creek in order to lessen traffic congestion along Boneo road which may also lessen
the need for the freeway extension which is proposed through the centre of Tootgarook Swamp. This was originally
considered with much enthusiasm by the Shire but the need to purchase some additional land dampened that somewhat and they have decided against such a plan much to our disappointment.
Our second submission advocates for the completion of the approved culvert weir construction on Chinaman’s Creek at
Elizabeth Avenue.
The Shire’s response was that the existing culvert at Elizabeth Avenue has a flood mitigating effect by restricting flows
effectively making Tootgarook swamp a large retarding basin and that a design project could be put together to investigate how well a weir would operate as there continues to be flooding issues downstream. Any proposed weir construction would need to investigate habitat changing effects above the weir where the extensive indigenous wetland vegetation is adapted to the current water regime. There has been in the past considerable effort in design considerations for
Chinaman’s Creek and considerable debate about the actual hydrological parameters and how well different models
reflect the reality.
The construction plans to which we are referring actually form part of the Neil Craigie and Associates management
strategy for the Chinamans Creek catchment which the Shire commissioned and unanimously approved. The strategy
recommended remains incomplete and is therefore unable to carry out its intended purpose, i.e. to restrict flow and
retain it in the wetland for a more extended period. If this management strategy is not completed the Shire puts themselves at risk of facing litigation claims resulting from properties downstream becoming inundated due to their belief
that the strategy has been fully implemented.
Currently water does not get held back in the wetland for storage purposes and therefore it is not acting as a retarding
basin. Furthermore the Tootgarook Swamp is a groundwater dependant wetland and the very existence of a drainage
cut as large as Chinamans' Creek through its centre is having a huge impact on the ability of the wetland to continue to
function. According to Melbourne Water figures Chinamen's Creek is taking from the swamp's groundwater ecosystem
2.1 gigalitres a year. This is a significant drain on the hydrology. Chinamen's creek is no creek and has never been a
creek, ever. The only creek in the catchment area is Drum Drum Alloc Creek (an ephemeral creek), Chinamans creek is a
drain. This is why it was made, to drain the wetland until it would no longer be a wetland. While it continues to operate
unhindered it continues to fulfil its purpose, to drain the wetland. According to the Ramsar convention drainage of wetlands continues to be one of the most damaging processes facing wetlands worldwide and they are strongly urging signatories to stem the tide of destruction.
In contrast the weir system is designed to restrict the flow of water out of the wetland system and therefore retain the
water in the wetland for longer, effectively allowing the swamp to act as a retarding basin and aiding in the repair of
the hydrologic balance which has been altered by the creation of Chinaman's Creek. We are not alone in our opinion
that the hydrology of the wetland needs to be restored as much as possible, Birdlife Aus. has also indicated that the
wetland would gain much from the installation of a weir and stated so in their recent report to the Shire regarding the
Tootgarook Swamp.
The construction of a weir will not have any more impact to the wetland than already occurs naturally and the benefits
to the overall biodiversity and health of the wetland must be compared against the negative. The hydrology of the wetland is its most defining characteristic and with climate change and more extreme weather likely to be more common
place on top of the artificial draining, Tootgarook Swamp is facing an uncertain future. the area. We cannot allow the
continual hydrological strain on the wetland to result in further loss to its biodiversity. We have more to gain in the restoring of the swamps hydrology than we have to lose and therefore it is imperative that we take steps toward change
before change is no longer possible.

We have urged the Shire to move forward with the intended weir construction as soon as possible and currently it is
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being investigated so we look forward to providing all our members
with an update in the near future.

Out in the Community
Save Tootgarook Swamp is always on the look out for opportunities to be out in the community talking about and showing interested people just what makes the Tootgarook Swamp so special and
these last few months have been busy.
The Summer holiday period offered opportunities for us to hold
fundraising bbq’ s not just to raise funds but also as a good way to
reach holiday makers and visitors to the area and share with them
all the great work going on to preserve the swamp on the Peninsula. Happy to say we had an enthusiastic response by many,
many of whom were not aware of the wetland despite being regular visitors.
The Environment Week festival also allowed us to exhibit for a
whole day to a large crowd of visitors from all over who came to
enjoy the free environment themed festivities on offer. We handed
out free wetland bags to happy families and the kids were able to
create there own signature frog to live on our giant wetland habitat
sheet and were on hand to answer all questions swamp related
which were many.
Following environment week, Rosebud West held there annual
Neighbour Day Event and we were on hand with our displays and
activities throughout the day. Kids had the opportunity to create
there own Frog friendly habitat craftwork to take home for the
fridge and we had a great time discussing with them all there is to
a healthy wetland.

We also had the honour of being invited to talk to the Balcombe
Estuary Group committee about the steady progress the group
has been having in moving towards a protected and preserved
wetland and how we have gone about working with Shire and other relevant bodies to see the best outcomes achieved for the area
for the benefit of the wetland and the community. We look forward
to seeing more great outcomes for the Balcombe group as we believe all the Peninsula’s wetland are an important and necessary
asset which needs to preserved and estuaries and creeks like Balcombe hold just as much value to the Peninsula’s biodiversity as
the Tootgarook Swamp.
Raising awareness and encouraging an interest in our environment and wetlands is a big and important part of what Save Tootgarook Swamp does and will continue to do because the fate of
Australia’s biodiversity rests in the hands of all Australians and
knowledge is the first part of taking action.
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Planning Applications
Update.
The 92 Elizabeth Ave permit application which is the priority
item for the swamp is still in limbo with the Shire and it is yet to
be decided. Much questions surround it as the revegetation
compliance notice is still outstanding and we are still seeking
to clarify EPBC referral as the
site is home to the Endangered
Australasian Bittern. The owners
have 2 permit applications and a
second interested party has a
caveat agreement with the current owners.
9 St Elmos Close owners have
so far not submitted a new permit application nor did they put
forward opposition for the new
ESO overlay proposal which will
cover the land which is within
the Tootgarook Swamp.
Henry Wilson Drive development is going ahead as planned
but with some concessions for
the swamp which the owners
have agreed to include within
the development plan. This is
good news for the swamp as the
permit had already been approved some years back and the
concessions given were not
mandatory but voluntarily given
following discussions with our
group and the Shire.
We look forward to having more
positive updates on the development front in the near future.

Shire to Investigate Biodiversity
Policy.
It has come to the groups attention following some investigation that the local Mornington Peninsula Shire does not actually
have a policy in place to protect biodiversity which many other Shires have.

Wildlife Crossing
Due to the number of wildlife casualties within the Tootgarook Swamp
and in particular the lack of wildlife crossing signage and speed reduction infrastructure within the catchment we have been lobbying the
Shire for change on this issue.
The Shire is currently investigating changes in this regard and though
the more traffic intense sites along Truemans Rd and Browns Ro etc.
will require a more thorough study by the Shire before any long-term
changes can be made already some small changes have taken place.
The Chinamans Creek crossing at Elizabeth Avenue now has two wildlife crossing signs to warn motorists and the general public of the potential for wildlife to be on the road because of it being the Tootgarook
Wetlands and to slow down to avoid collisions.

This area is well used by many wetland species and the new estate
construction has seen an increase in traffic to the area and so we are
very pleased to see the signs and urge all the locals and visitors in the
area to please take notice of them and be aware.
This is a good step in the right direction and has the extra benefit of
formally labelling and acknowledging the area as being a part of the
Tootgarook Wetlands, something which so far was not the case.
We are also informed that as part of the Red Spot speed reduction
program the entire length of Browns Road is being looked at for improvements and speed reductions which would go a long way to reducing the large number of wildlife casualties along the Tootgarook
Swamp stretch of the road.
We look forward to keeping you updated on the positive changes being

Would you like to write an
article for our next newsletter?
The catch it has to be about the Tootgarook Swamp catchment.

Please email your article to
contact@savetootgarookswamp.org

Organization Name
contact@savetootgarookswamp.org
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Noting this we have been in discussion
with others on the overall benefits such a
policy would have on our local environment not just the Tootgarook Swamp but
all our important natural areas which are
highly valued on the Peninsula and recently we took the next step and brought it up
with Council and officers to see if this was
something that could be done. We’ve also
been doing some looking into the potential
effectiveness of a local law similar to that
of Brisbane City Council which protects
natural assists.
We are now proud to say that not only
were we informed that the Shire is in the
process of preparing a major biodiversity
action plan for the Shire – which will include consideration of opportunities to improve Council’s current policies, having
recently appointed Ecology Australia to
commence work on it.
In addition to this the Shire Councillors
have approved the motion put forth by our
local Ward Councillor, Antonella Celi, that
the Shire that Council develop an Environmental and Biodiversity Policy for the
Mornington Peninsula as part of the Biodiversity Conservation Plan being prepared
through the Strategic Planning Unit. Also
that a report be provided to Council exploring the creation of a Natural Assets
Local Law that aims to protect our environmental values on the Mornington Peninsula as part of the Biodiversity Conservation
Plan being prepared through the Strategic
Planning Unit.
This is HUGE news for all those involved
with protecting our natural places on the
Peninsula as we shall have the opportunity of working with Shire during the consultation process to ensure the very best outcomes for all of the Peninsula’s biodiversity including our much loved Tootgarook
Swamp. To get involved register your interest the Mornington Peninsula Shire
Council here.

Help raise awareness for Save
Tootgarook Swamp
You can now show your support for Tootgarook Swamp in many ways such by buying a sticker for
your car, workplace, home or any where else you feel like placing it.
Not only do the stickers look great, they are durable and the eye catching design will draw peoples
attention.
The stickers are only $1.00 and all proceeds go back to the group, so buy a couple and give some
to your friends and family.
If you would like some stickers send us an email with your request and we will organize a suitable
pickup/delivery.

Contact Us
Give us a call for more information about our services and
products
Save Tootgarook Swamp
Care of
116 Elizabeth Ave
Rosebud West.
Victoria
3940

Sticker payments or any other donations to aid the group can be made by Bank transfer to

0409 936 577

Save Tootgarook Swamp Inc.
Account No. 10582313

savetootgarookswamp@outlook.com

BSB 063540

Cheque/money orders also welcome. See postal address opposite.

We also have our merchandise stores with profits going to Save Tootgarook Swamp.
Our Zazzle storefront is located at www.zazzle.com.au/tootgarookswamp and our Redbuble storefront is located at www.redbubble.com/people/tootgarookswamp/shop many of these items are
customizable across a range of products such as artwork to hang, to hats, t -shirts, tote bags etc.
So help raise awareness with these great range of products to your friends and family today.

See our website
www.savetootgarookswamp.org

"This wetland has the ability to provide for the community, with jobs and income potentially forever if
looked after, residential homes do not."

Sender
Save Tootgarook Swamp
Care of
116 Elizabeth Ave
Rosebud West.
Victoria
3940

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

