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The Annual General Mee ng on 12th November
2014 saw a couple of milestones for the Biosphere
- changes to the Cons tu on and appointment of a
New Chair.
The Special Resolu on to amend the Cons tu on
to introduce a new method of appointment of the
Board of Directors was passed by members. At the
December Board mee ng, a Sub Commi ee was
appointed to implement the transi on process to
the selec on of a Skills Based Board.
As most of you will know, Rob Gell stood down as
Chair of the Founda on at the Annual General
Mee ng in November 2014. The Founda on is
grateful to Rob for his dedica on, me and eﬀort
spent in working for the Biosphere during his
period as Chair.
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I welcome our new Chair
Duncan Malcolm, who has 30
years experience on a range of
boards, predominately in the
public sector. He is a former
Chair and Deputy Chair of the
Rural
Water
Commission/
Corpora on of Victoria, former
Commissioner
with East
Gippsland Shire Council and
former Chair of Gippsland

Coastal Board and East Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority.
Other roles have included Member and Chair of
The Victorian Environmental Assessment Council,
na onal Chair Irriga on Associa on of Australia
Ltd, Chair Australian Irriga on Council, and former
board member East Gippsland Water and
Gippsland Water.
His current roles include Director Gippsland
Medicare Local, Trustees of the Australian
Landscape Trust, Trustee of the McPherson Smith
Rural Fund and Chair Gippsland Vehicle Collec on.
Duncan is a long me resident of Boisdale, where
he has an irriga on property on which he
previously dairy farmed and grew vegetables.
He was made a Member of the Order of Australia
in 2007, has been an Honorary Jus ce of the Peace
since 1984 and is an Honorary Fellow of Monash
University.
2015 will be an exci ng me as we work with
Duncan and all stakeholders in implemen ng the
objec ves of the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere
programme.
Cecelia Wi on
Execu ve Oﬃcer,
Western Port Biosphere
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Growing Connec ons Project Update.
The Growing Connec ons project has been running for just over two years. During this me signiﬁcant
progress has been made towards the goals of the project. Key achievements have included:






undertaking 67 hectares of revegeta on,
365 hectares of remnant vegeta on across the Biosphere in partnership with our delivery partners,
deploying and managing over 60 cameras to monitor biodiversity values,
engaging the community to formulate a clear picture of priori es in biodiversity management,
and driving innova on in data collec on and informa on dissemina on.

The project has also built on key partnerships with various community groups and organisa ons
throughout the Biosphere.
Below is a brief summary of the progress made in each of the key outputs for the project.

Biodiversity Plan
Signiﬁcant work has been undertaken over the past two years to produce maps outlining the areas of
Biodiversity Signiﬁcance across the landscape that draw upon scien ﬁc and community input.
The maps produced through this process highlight the areas of signiﬁcance within the landscape where
the scien ﬁc evidence and community knowledge combine. This mapping will be updated periodically to
include the latest scien ﬁc data and community knowledge.
The plan document is in its ﬁnal stages of comple on and will include details of the delivery of the
Growing Connec ons project. It is envisaged that over me this plan will evolve to include works being
undertaken across the Biosphere by many diﬀerent organisa ons which will highlight the great work
being done by everyone and expose opportuni es for further collabora on.

On ground works (revegeta on and remnant vegeta on restora on)
During the 2013/14 ﬁnancial year the Growing Connec ons project undertook signiﬁcant amounts of
revegeta on and remnant vegeta on restora on ac vi es. The sites chosen for works were guided by
the outcomes of the mapping undertaken for the Biodiversity Plan. Projects sought from project partners
contributed to connec vity across the landscape or protec on of key areas of bushland along with the
signiﬁcant areas as iden ﬁed within the Biodiversity Plan. Outlined below is a summary of the works
undertaken within each local council area.
Bass Coast

Casey

Cardinia

Frankston

Revegeta on

36.83

6.5

16.6

Remnant
Restora on

226.13

50

69.6
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1.5

Mornington
Pen.
2.5

5.3

18.8

365.83
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Some of the Growing Connec ons
revegeta on work at Phillip Island.

Delivery Partners for revegeta on and restora on works
Bass Coast Landcare Network/Holden
Cardinia Catchment Landcare Group
Cardinia Environment Coali on
Cranbourne Racing Centre and Recrea on Reserve Commi ee of Management
Frankston City Council
Friends of Wonthaggi Heathland and Coastal Reserve
Habitat Restora on Fund
Mornington Tourist Railway Preserva on Society
Phillip Island Nature Park
SBI Quarries Cranbourne
Southern Ranges Environment Alliance
Western Port Catchment Landcare Network

Pest control
During the 2013/14 ﬁnancial year Growing Connec ons engaged consultant Ecology Australia to
undertake the development of a scien ﬁc plan to outline the priority areas to focussing the pest control
works in. The key purpose of the plan that has been developed is to ensure the works undertaken are
complementary and align with the works undertaken by others in the most eﬀec ve and eﬃcient way
possible. The plan is currently in dra form and once complete will be made available. The ﬁrst mee ng
of the Western Port Ark was also held in early 2014. The purpose of the Ark is to bring all the
organisa ons involved in planning predator control around Western Port together to drive innova on,
standards, and collabora on between works. The second mee ng of the Ark will be held when the plan is
released in the coming months.
On ground works have been funded for the areas surrounding the Royal Botanic Gardens in Cranbourne
which will con nue un l the end of December 2015. These works are being undertaken to aid the
dispersal of the endangered Southern Brown Bandicoot from the large popula on at the Royal Botanic
Gardens.
Ac vity
Pest Control
THE BIOSPHERE CONNECTOR

Project Partners
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne
Ecology Australia

Area covered
330ha
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Fire
The City of Casey will be undertaking a project on council land south of Blind Bight. The project will
include a 2.2ha burn within the 100ha surrounding reserve, follow up weed control, and pre and post
burn ﬂora survey to monitor the change in ﬂoris cs over me will be carried out.

Monitoring
The Growing Connec ons project is
undertaking a broad scale monitoring
program focussed on the distribu on
of the endangered Southern Brown
Bandicoot and its rela onship with its
predators, cats and foxes. This
program involves the use of up to 65
mo on sensing cameras being placed
in a sta s cally random pa ern
across the focus area capturing
images of all animals that cross their
path.
The work Growing Connec ons is
undertaking for the Southern Brown
Bandicoot will contribute to an overall
picture of Biodiversity health that will
be built in the coming years using
monitoring data collected for
numerous
species
by
several
organisa ons.

Growing Connec ons camera monitoring at Se lers Run
and Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne

Ecology Australia is working with the Biosphere and is providing advice on experimental design and
sta s cal analysis. Growing Connec ons has also engaged the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne and
Bass Coast Landcare Network to manage some of the camera maintenance on our behalf. The remaining
cameras and data analysis is being managed by biosphere staﬀ and volunteers.
Ac vity
Monitoring

Project Partners
Ecology Australia
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne
Bass Coast Landcare Network

Area covered
N/A

Enabling Systems
The Coopera ve Research Centre for Spa al Informa on (CRCSI) has been engaged to undertake
numerous ac vi es to enable us to more eﬀec vely undertake the works associated with this project.
The ﬁrst is the development of on ground data collec on tools which will allow us to be in the ﬁeld
collec ng all relevant spa al data using GPS technology for the monitoring, pest control, and
THE BIOSPHERE CONNECTOR
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revegeta on and restora on aspects of this project. The ﬁrst of these tools has recently started being
used.
The second ac vity CRCSI is working on for the project is an online GIS environment. Once ﬁnished, this
tool will allow the Biosphere to publish informa on in a spa al environment that will be available to the
public to explore. In simple terms this will be a google earth style tool with portals to relevant
informa on from across the landscape available for everyone to explore. This also goes hand in hand with
the development of a back of house Global Informa on Systems (GIS) environment to enable the staﬀ to
more eﬀec vely and eﬃciently produce maps and informa on for use in the project.
The work undertaken by CRCSI will enable the Growing Connec ons project, and the Biosphere as a
whole, to more eﬀec vely communicate ideas and results of projects to the wider community. It will also
allow for improved eﬃciency and eﬀec veness of staﬀ, volunteers, and partners in the ﬁeld.

Suppor ng Tootgarook Wetland Ramsar Nomina on.
Western Port Biosphere is a member of the Government and Agency Working Group, working with
stakeholders to assess the Tootgarook Wetland against the Ramsar criteria. Consultants were engaged
and an Ecological Character Descrip on of the wetland has recently been
completed. Further studies and development of a catchment based
Wetland Strategy and Land Use Management Plan are to be undertaken.
The project and the Western Port Biosphere con nue to play a suppor ve
role in community ac vi es rela ng to the wetland.

Western Port Catchment Commi ee
Southern Western Port Boat Trip.
Thursday February 19th, 2015. Limited places.
Bookings & informa on: admin@biosphere.org.au or
ian@biosphere.org.au or call us on 0359 792 167

THE BIOSPHERE CONNECTOR
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Water Stream Frontage Management
Pat Canty, who grew up on the family property in Pakenham, talks about his father’s insistence that some
areas of na ve bush on the property be preserved despite the common prac ce of clearing for
produc on in surrounding land. He thinks that his father’s conserva on sensibili es contributed to his
and his wife Jenny’s decision to revegetate the kilometre of Deep Creek that runs through the same Canty
family property that they live on today. In 2002, they began plan ng na ve trees along the creek with
help from local Landcare groups and were ini ally daunted by the scale of the job at hand. However, they
have chipped away at the plan ng and in recent years Melbourne Water was able to contribute to their
project through the Stream Frontage Management Program. Melbourne Water has provided funding to
fence 700m of Deep creek and plant over 3000 trees and shrubs across two separate grants. Some
support to control weeds that have appeared in the revegetated areas has also been provided.
Pat and Jenny have enjoyed the experience of mee ng with Melbourne Water Stream Frontage
Management Program assessors and other staﬀ and learning from their vast experience in waterway
management. They enthusias cally talk about the beneﬁts of their revegeta on project and delight in
reeling oﬀ the na ve fauna that now resides on their property. ‘We’ve got three species of owl, a chorus
of frogs and we recently found out we have sugar-gliders on the property!’. Although they were ini ally
concerned about the size of the job they had launched into, they now reﬂect that the burden has not
been too big and the beneﬁts far outweigh the eﬀort required. They plan to con nue plan ng along the
creek into the future and Pat contentedly muses that he sees the Deep Creek revegeta on project as his
turn to protect and enhance the local environment.

Patrick and Jenny Canty standing alongside their fenced and revegetated Deep Creek frontage.

To ﬁnd out more about Melbourne Water’s Stream Frontage Management Program and other funding
opportuni es please visit the Melbourne Water website. h p://www.melbournewater.com.au/
ge nvolved/applyforfunding/Pages/apply-for-funding.aspx
THE BIOSPHERE CONNECTOR
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Noosa Biosphere Conference
Thankyou to Noosa Biosphere for hos ng a fantas c conference with ﬁve Australian Biosphere Reserves
par cipa ng between 15th and 18th November 2014 supported by UNESCO.
Duncan and I had the opportunity to a end the Technical Mee ng of Australian Biosphere Reserves and
Representa ves of the World Network of Island and Coastal Biosphere Reserves in Noosa. This was
a ended by representa ves from Riverland, Fitzgerald River, Great Sandy, Noosa and Western Port
Biosphere Reserves.
Overseas representa ves included Dr Miguel Clüsener-Godt, UNESCO; Prof Dai-Yeun Jeong, Jeju Island,
Republic of South Korea; Mr Sung-Jun Pang, Manager Jeju Technical Headquarter World Network Island
and Coastal Biosphere Reserves; Dr Denis Chang-Seng UNESCO Apia Oﬃce; Dr Antonio Abreu, Biologist Environmental Expert and Dr Cris na Abreu, Biologist.
A endance at the conference provided context and an opportunity to meet with inspiring people from
overseas and those from other Australian Biosphere Reserves. We were able to share knowledge and
informa on on the issues each faced. At the Noosa conference it was agreed to seek support to hold an
annual conference of Australian Biosphere Reserves.

Some par cipants of the Noosa Biosphere
Conference. Photo courtesy Noosa Biosphere
THE BIOSPHERE CONNECTOR
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Presenta ons made by each Biosphere provided an overview of each reserve, the following is a brief
summary.

Fitzgerald River Biosphere

When designated in 1978, the original nomina on area was

predominately a Na onal Park. In 1995 the Seville Strategy brought about change to the criteria. A Man
And Biosphere (MAB) review in 2003 found they were not suﬃciently func onal. Fitzgerald River is
currently in the process of renomina ng with an expanded boundary to incorporate Core, Buﬀer and
Transi on areas that will meet UNESCO criteria. There is strong support for this proposal.

Great Sandy Biosphere

The Biosphere is contained within the boundary of the Not for Proﬁt,

Burne Mary Regional Group (BMRG), one of 14 Regional bodies in Queensland tasked with managing
natural resources in the Burne Mary Region. In 2009 BMRG had the funds and technical resources and
undertook the Biosphere Nomina on.
Great Sandy Biosphere and BMRG have developed partnerships and a racted funding to the Biosphere.
To date the most successful partnership was with Flora and Fauna Interna onal and Qantas Founda on
with > $1M in sponsorship a racted into the BMRG region through projects - Protec ng endangered
species (Grey Nurse Shark) and Cultural Heritage Programs - Kids on Country & Knowledge recordings.
Current projects include Great Sandy Biosphere Links and the Australia Nature Coast Ini a ve and a
review of the management plan and Governance Structure is planned.

Riverland Biosphere (formerly Bookmark) 900,000 Ha of Mallee/Riparian north of the River Murray
in South Australia. The core area of land is managed for conserva on by various groups.
Projects include: on ground protec on, research e.g. Environment Protec on and Biodiversity
Conserva on Act (EPBC) listed Black Eared Minor, LTER site (part of Global data project), Integrated
Landscape Goat Control, engaging diverse people in conserva on, arts and academics.
The future of Riverland will foster improved engagement between land managers, cultural groups, state
agencies, community and industry. There is strong poten al for coordina on and networking, with cross
tenure projects and development of best prac ce guides.

Noosa Biosphere We were all impressed with Noosa as a Biosphere, they are proud of the way they
have imbedded the value of the Biosphere into their overall planning and a tude. When ge ng oﬀ the
plane at the airport, immediately there is signage that “you are entering Noosa Biosphere”.
Since its designa on in 2007, Noosa has established an impressive record developing a Noosa Biosphere
Partner program hos ng overseas students and delega ons from other Biosphere Reserves
implemen ng programs and suppor ng local events.
The Noosa Biosphere management structure is currently transi oning to a new model. The new model
will incorporate Noosa Biosphere Founda on Limited as trustee of the Noosa Biosphere Trust and the
establishment of Noosa Biosphere Region (NBR) Community Incorporated Associa on to undertake
projects.

New Zealand Biosphere

Ian Cloither, a member of the Taranaki UNESCO Biosphere Development

Commi ee in New Zealand provided an overview of the proposal for the ﬁrst Biosphere Reserve in New
Zealand. The development commi ee will apply for funds to develop the Biosphere up to an applica on
to be made on 30th September, 2015.
8

Taranaki/Egmont Na onal Park (or more par cularly parts of it such as the alpine region of ﬂora and
fauna) would sa sfy the requirement for Core Area.
The second poten al Core Area is the Nga Motu/Sugar Loaf Marine Protected Area. The two areas –
Taranaki maunga and Nga Motu/Sugar Loaf Marine Protected Area could cons tute Core Areas in a
Biosphere.
Ian also iden ﬁed poten al Biosphere projects including the study of waterways and the improvement of
water quality at sites known to be unfavourable for recrea on; research into and preserva on of heritage
and cultural sites; developing intercultural knowledge bases about the maunga and the river; research
contribu ng to the ﬁght against Kauri dieback disease using healthy stands in the region as a comparison
to unhealthy stands elsewhere; and increasing the recogni on of the Nga Motu/Sugar Loaf Marine
Protected Area.

Climate Change A key focus in presenta ons by overseas par cipants was Climate Change and Dr.
Antonio Abreu related a project on Principe Island, which was inspiring to all - The Island is about 142sq
km in area and situated oﬀ the West Coast of Africa with around 8,000 residents. They import water in
plas c bo les. With poten al climate change impacts including
changes to rainfall, sea level rise, impacts on biodiversity and
tourism they looked at ways to mi gate these impacts.
Ac ons implemented by the project team included:


Mini-hydric dams and electric power produc on units



Reu lisa on of rain water for irriga on and domes c use



Introduc on of improved stoves allowing the reduc on of
charcoal consump on and consequently decreasing the use
of forest



Massive reforesta on with indigenous and endemic species



Introduc on of environmental issues in the school curricula



Rese lement of par cular ﬁshing communi es by installing
social facili es and infrastructures away from the shore line



Introduc on of clima c alert systems for preven ng natural
disasters.

The Island was awash with plas c and the
President decided he wanted to get rid of plas c
from the Island. To facilitate this when an
Islander collected 50 plas c bo les they got 1
Bio bo le (aluminum drink bo le) from the
project team. To date 100,000 containers have
been collected and 3000 Bio bo les distributed.
The plas c bo les are collected for recycling and
the proceeds come back to the Island. Nine small
water puriﬁca on units have been installed in the
hospital, schools and public spaces. With the
other measures implemented the need to import
water has reduced and so has the plas c.
—
Cecelia Wi on

Photos: Antonio Abreu
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Ramsar Protec on Program
Representa ves from Parks Victoria, Western Port Biosphere, Department of Environment and Primary
Industries, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council and Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment
Management Authority met recently with Dr Christopher Briggs, Secretary General of the Ramsar
Conven on on Wetlands, to showcase the sensi ve ecological values of the interna onally-signiﬁcant
Western Port site near Warneet.
This was a fantas c opportunity for the delivery partners involved in the Ramsar Protec on Program,
which, through the Australian Government’s Na onal Landcare Programme, delivers on-ground
environmental protec on and enhancement works to protect fragile saltmarsh and mangrove vegeta on
communi es and local na ve wildlife. The programme also aims to engage with the local community to
promote the unique environmental landscape surrounding Western Port.
Following the walk along the Warneet foreshore, the delegates were joined by Cecelia Wi on from the
Western Port Biosphere and Joshua Gunn from Mornington Peninsula Shire Council for a walk along the
Bi ern Coastal Wetlands Boardwalk. Several White-faced Heron, Black swans and Swamp Harrier were
sighted amongst the mangroves and saltmarsh. Much to the delight of Dr Christopher Briggs, a
Copperhead snake also made the walk through the wetland a highlight of his visit to Western Port!
Dr Christopher Briggs was extremely enthusias c and interested to hear about how programme partners
are working together to improve the condi on of wetlands. He was also interested to hear about any
new and emerging issues facing the Western Port Ramsar. Sco Cou s from Parks Victoria discussed the
integrated approach to pest plant and pest animal control throughout the region and men oned the
massive impact that these works have seen on improving the condi on of the landscape and reducing
the threats to resident and migratory shorebirds as a result of extensive fox bai ng and trapping
programs.
Western Port is a designated Ramsar site due to it’s important natural features, which supports a large
number of shorebird who migrate to the area annually from afar as China, Japan and Siberia. The
Ramsar Conven on, aims to promote the sensi ve and wise-use of wetlands throughout the world.
Australia has over 60 Ramsar sites.
Andrew Morrison
Environmental Projects Coordinator
Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority
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Delegates discuss the environmental works undertaken at Warneet with Dr Christopher Briggs (second
from Le ) (Photo: A. Morrison)

Dr Christopher Briggs enjoys a ‘walk and talk’ through the Bi ern Coastal Wetlands (Photo: A. Morrison)
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2014 Best Bites Food Awards
Hummingbird Eco Retreat, Red Hill won the Restaurant of the Year award at the Shire’s 2014 Best Bites
Awards, for its excellence in nutri on and healthy ea ng, tobacco and liquor compliance, waste and
recycling, energy and water eﬃciency.
Milkbar & Co, Mount Martha won the Café of the Year.
Other category award winners being:
Bed & Breakfast – Harmony Bed & Breakfast, Fingal
Child Care/School Canteen - Balnarring Early Learning Centre
Supermarket - Ritchies IGA, Mount Eliza
Take Away - Yo My Goodness, Mornington
Innova on - Portsea Hotel, Portsea and La Casa Nostra Deli Rosebud
Finalists in each of these categories were judged by an independent panel to determine the award
winners. Best Bites is a Mornington Peninsula Shire program that recognises the most outstanding local
food businesses in the areas of food safety, healthy ea ng, sustainability and access for all.
The award winners were presented with their awards by Mornington Peninsula Shire Mayor Councillor
Bev Colomb at the Community Council Mee ng in Mount Eliza on Monday 24 November. Mayor Colomb
said all the winners and nominees were truly deserving of recogni on. “The Best Bites winners set great
examples within our local food industry by ensuring that our community has access to safe and healthy
food op ons that are available from businesses that use environmentally sustainable food prac ces, in
premises that are safe and accessible. Well done
to all of the 2014 Best Bites winners!” she said.
Councillor Colomb also thanked the award
judges, including Cecelia Wi on and Councillor
David Garnock represen ng Western Port
Biosphere Reserve.
The 2014 Best Bites Food Guide - which lists the
local food businesses that have received Best
Bites cer ﬁca on – was launched at the mee ng
and is now available free from Shire customer
service centres and local food businesses and
online at www.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Mayor Councillor Bev Colomb presents an award to
Humming Bird Retreat owner, Sco Davis .
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Newhaven College Retains Birdsearch Shield
For the second year running, a Year 4 team from Newhaven College has won the Western Port Biosphere
Birdsearch Shield, and will hold the trophy un l the 2015 Birdsearch event next October.
Emma Wood's class iden ﬁed eighteen bird species on the College campus at Sunset Strip, including
special Phillip Island birds such as Cape Barren Goose, which are rare elsewhere in the Western Port
Biosphere (www.biosphere.org.au).
The Western Port Biosphere is one of 631 Biosphere Reserves forming a global network that spans 119
countries. The Biosphere comprises the municipali es of Bass Coast, Cardinia, Casey, Frankston and
Mornington Peninsula, as well as French Island and the waters of Western Port itself.
The Western Port Biosphere inaugurated Birdsearch in 2012, commemora ng the centenary of thirteen
year old Harewood Lyall's day birding with his younger brother and their tutor on the Lyall family's
"Harewood" property near Koo Wee Rup in October 1912. Birdsearch is scheduled to align with Birdlife
Australia's annual Bird Week. This year, Birdsearch was integrated into a broader Biosphere Lifesearch,
which aimed to begin documen ng all species of plants and animals in the Western Port Biosphere.
Held over the week 18-26 October, Lifesearch 2014 gathered records of 213 species, mostly birds and
ﬂowering plants but with a few species from other groups as well. Lifesearch next year will seek to
THE BIOSPHERE CONNECTOR
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expand that list to build the awareness among decision-makers and the Biosphere community of the rich
ﬂora and fauna that shares our Biosphere with us.
Special thanks are due to Dr Pat Macwhirter, who inspired the ﬁrst Birdsearch event and donated the
Shield, adorned with an image of the "White-shouldered Caterpillar-eater" (now known as the Whitewinged Triller), one of Harewood Lyall's birds which nowadays is very scarce in the Biosphere. Thanks are
also due to Andrew Isles Bookshop in Prahran (www.andrewisles.com.au), who donated a selec on of
books as prizes. Newhaven's winning Year 4 class earned several books as well as the Shield, including a
Museum Victoria ﬁeld guide to bu erﬂies, a book about tree-kangaroos and another book about the
pioneers who explored Victoria's natural history in the nineteenth century. All the books have been
added to the College library for the beneﬁt of all students.
Overall, Lifesearch 2014 recorded 213 species across the Biosphere, mostly birds and ﬂowering plants but
a few mammals, rep les and non-ﬂowering plants as well. But we know there are many more to be
found. In October 2015 Lifesearch will run again, and we look forward to many of the "ci zen scien st"
naturalists in the Biosphere community joining us to help document them. And with support from
experts through www.bowerbird.org.au, as long as you have a smart phone or a digital camera, your
images and recordings can be uploaded for iden ﬁca on, so even if you can't put the correct name to a
species yourself, you can s ll help to build our
list. So make a note in your calendar to keep some
me free for biodiversity observa on in October
2015. - Jack Krohn

ABOVE Images taken by Jack Krohn on the ﬁnale to Lifesearch - the “Big Day” Le -Right: Hoary-headed Grebe, Great
Cormorants, Thelionema caespitosum and Thelymitra x irregularis (hybrid between T ixioides and T carnea)
See the Newhaven College ar cle at h p://www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/sites/default/ﬁles/downloads/Birdsearch.pdf
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Building a Water Stewardship Community
We are excited to announce that Western Port Biosphere has received funding over three years from
Helen Macpherson Smith Trust to undertake a joint project with Water Stewardship Australia. This
project is also supported by our project partners Inghams Enterprises, Melbourne Water, South East
Water, Port Phillip and Westernport CMA, Parks Victoria and Mornington Peninsula Shire.
Follow the link below and watch the video...
The project provides opportunity to bring together three sustainability programs that intersect in a
mutually beneﬁcial way in the Western Port region. The beneﬁcial outcomes of the project are healthy
waterways, a healthier environment, a stronger economy and a healthier and more sustainable
community. The ini al focus for the project will be Watson Creek, which in the past, has been regarded
as one of Victoria’s dir est waterways. The creek ﬂows into a Yaringa Marine Na onal Park and the
Ramsar-listed wetland.
The project links the goals of the global water stewardship program with the goals of the Western Port
Biosphere and the sustainability goals Inghams Enterprises.
Using the Interna onal Water Stewardship Standards as a reference the project will develop a set of
water stewardship principles speciﬁc to the Western Port Biosphere that food produc on (and other
operators-tourism etc.) can use to demonstrate their commitment and performance.
The ini al focus will be on water using industries in the Watson's Creek catchment. It will then build-out
to the broader Biosphere region. Inghams Enterprises is providing leadership for this project in it’s
infancy.

Check out the Water Stewardship
in Western Port Biosphere Video
on YouTube now at:

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CiNw-EpwJR8

You can also see it by typing
“Water Stewardship Biosphere”
into your You Tube search box.
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Westernport Indigenous Nursery
In addi on to supplying individuals, public authori es, local Landcare Groups, etc, this year
Westernport Indigenous Nursery (WIN) supplied a wide range of plants for the" Growing
Connec ons" project. This project is funded through the Western Port Biosphere Founda on and
aims to link fragmented vegeta on corridors in the Biosphere area.
The volunteers working at WIN Nursery under instruc on from the Manager Adele Richardson have
enjoyed learning about propaga ng some of the more unusual plants u lised in this plan ng. As well
as propaga on and general care and maintenance, the volunteers are learning about seed collec on
with the aim of extending the Nursery's range of unusual plants.
Following the inspec on of the proper es involved in the "Growing Connec ons" project by Habitat
Crea ons, the selec on of plants was very provenance speciﬁc with Maryknoll Indigenous Nursery
supplying plants for the Maryknoll area and WIN supplying the other proper es using seed from their
area.
With the focus on bandicoot habitat there was a high percentage of lower strata species chosen which
will also beneﬁt a wide range of small animals and seed ea ng birds. Many of the selected plants are
considered 'bush tucker' which is also 'tucker' for the animals with a range of edible berries, bulbs and
tubers.
As well as a wide range of be er known trees and shrubs some very interes ng and signiﬁcant
vegeta on has been planted on a few of the proper es, including rare wildﬂowers such as Fringe,
Chocolate and Bulbine lilies, Aotus, Bossiaea sp. Blue pincushion, Love creeper, Patersonia, Na ve
Raspberry and Trigger plants.
Other proper es within the dal inunda on zone had a range of smaller, salt tolerant species planted,
hopefully enhancing and extending the exis ng vegeta on around the bay.
Over all, it was an enjoyable project to be involved in as we were able to use some of the smaller,
more unusual indigenous plants that are not usually asked for in general shelter belt plan ngs.
WIN is a not for proﬁt nursery owned by Cardinia Environment Coali on (CEC) 5941 8446.
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Eco Living and Learning
The Eco Living Display Centre at The Briars is a hive of ac vity over the holidays with plenty to do for
all ages. Kids will love the great ac vi es run by the Gould League on the 20th and 22nd January,
Gardens Alive and Compost Capers. Kids will get the opportunity to learn about their local
environment through dressing up, inves ga ng and exploring.
For adults, get free compos ng advice on Wednesday the 14th of January. On Friday 23rd January
you can get help cu ng your power bills by learning how to save energy around the home. You can
also get some great giveaways or could win one of several door prizes.
For those who love to cook, book in for our Pickling workshop on Saturday 17th January. Our
cooking workshops ﬁll up fast so act quickly for this one!
Bookings are essen al for the Pickling workshop, Gardens Alive and Compost Capers. For fees and
other booking details see h p://www.visitmorningtonpeninsula.org/ThingsToDo/TourTicke ng/
TourDetails.aspx#/events/54966 You will need to enter the date and number of adults or children
in order for the event to appear online for a booking. The other sessions are free and no bookings
are necessary.
Find us at The Briars, 450 Nepean Hwy, Mount Martha. Visit h p://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au for
more details on the Eco Living Display Centre.
Please note, due to the high ﬁre risk at The Briars, the Centre will not be open on Total Fire Ban
days. Visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restric ons/central-ﬁre-district/ for informa on on Total
Fire Bans. If we are able to re-schedule an appropriate me with the presenter we will do so
however, if this is not possible par cipants will receive a full refund.
Regards,
Nicci Tsernjavski
Climate Change Community Engagement Oﬃcer
Mornington Peninsula Shire Private Bag 1000
Ph. (03) 5950 1259 Mob. 0428 351 778
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Special Events at
Royal Botanic Gardens,
Cranbourne.
The Royal Botanic Gardens in Cranbourne are holding some special events in
January and February. Join experts in learning about sustainable gardening.
Gardening in a dry climate
Dry climate gardening can be more adventurous than a cac garden.
Learn from John Arno , Manager of Hor culture at the Royal Botanic Gardens
Cranbourne, about the best dry climate plants for you.
Sun 15 February, 10am–12noon
$29.40 adult, $23.20 conc.
Gardening for the future
Join botanists and authors of Sustainable Gardening as they discuss sustainable
garden design, construc on, plant selec on and ongoing maintenance.
A signed copy of the book Sustainable Gardening can be ordered at the me of
booking.
Sun 22 February, 10am–12noon
$29.40 adult, $23.20 conc.
Garden Shed and Garden Ambassador Ac vi es
Visit the Garden Shed and speak with our Garden Ambassadors about sustainable
gardening prac ces for your home garden.
Daily, 10am–2pm, FREE
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Have you seen our Annual Report?

You can ﬁnd it as a ﬂip book on issuu
h p://issuu.com/grendesign/docs/wpb_annualreport_web
or see it as a PDF here: www.biosphere.org.au/documents/mee ngs/
agm2014/WPB_AnnualReport_WEB.pdf

Contribute to
Mornington Peninsula and Western Port
Biosphere Reserve Founda on
Unit 2, 184 Salmon Street
Has ngs VIC 3915
Phone: 03 59 792 167
Email: admin@biosphere.org.au
The views expressed within this Newsle er are those
of the writers and not necessarily those of the editor,
Mornington Peninsula & Western Port Biosphere
Founda on or any other organisa on. Copyright on
images used remains the responsibility of the ar cle
contributor and all photographers should give
approval for image use and be credited accordingly.

Connector
THE BIOSPHERE

Welcome to “Connector” - a collabora ve newsle er for the
Mornington Peninsula and Western Port Biosphere reserve.
The aim of this newsle er is to share sustainability informa on, educa on and events news across the en re Biosphere region. We welcome all groups and individuals to submit sustainability related news and events for this publica on.
Submissions to:
Email: admin@biosphere.org.au
Phone: 03 59792 162
Connector Submission Deadlines:
ISSUE 5: March 5th, 2015 (April, May, June 2015 issue)
ISSUE 6: June 5th, 2015 (July, August, September 2015 issue)
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Connect
today.
Join the Western Port Biosphere Founda on

The Western Port Biosphere Founda on works to achieve social, environmental and economic
sustainability so that future genera ons may enjoy a healthy lifestyle and natural beauty of the
Region. It’s only $25 per year to help us achieve this goal. Contribute to this important work now.

TAX INVOICE WHEN PAID
I / We, whose full name and address are set out below, consent to become members, or renew membership of
the Founda on and agree to be bound by its cons tu on.
Family Name ………………………………………..…… Given Names ………………………………………..…….
Organisa on Name and ABN / ACN / ARBN (if applicable)…………………………………………………………………………….
Residen al Address………………………………………………………………………….. Postcode: …………………………………………..
Postal Address (if diﬀerent from above) ………………………….……………………………………………………………………………..
Postcode: ………........... Telephone: BH …………………...…… AH ………..................... Mobile: …………………….…………
Fax:

BH …………………………..…… AH ……………………...……email: ……………………………..……………………………..…

(Please provide an email address so we may send oﬃcial communica ons and newsle ers electronically.
As an environmentally conscious organiza on, this is our preferred method of communica on)

Nominated Roundtable:

Bass Coast

Frankston
Signed: …………………………………
HOW TO PAY

Cardinia
French Island

Date: ……………….……….

Casey
Mornington Peninsula

………...……………………………………………………………...
(Capacity if signing on behalf of an Organisa on)

Membership Fee is $25 per year (inc gst).
Cheques/money orders payable to: MP&WP Biosphere Reserve Founda on Ltd.

Electronic Banking Details

BSB 083 781 Account No 56 768 3738
Na onal Australia Bank
Account: MP&WP Biosphere Reserve Founda on Ltd
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What’s On
January—March 2015

Sustainability events in
Western Port Biosphere Reserve

2015

TIME

EVENT

LOCATION

COST, RSVP etc

14,16,18,19 Jan
Wed Jan 14th

8.45pm
Open from
1 – 4 pm

Spotlight Walks at the Briars
Composting Advice for adults

450 Nepean Hwy Mt Martha
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars
450 Nepean Hwy Mt Martha

$10.70 Bookings essential 03 5974 3686
No cost

Until April 26th

Opens 10am

Sand Sculpting 'Friends, Foes & Super Heroes’

Frankston Foreshore, Nepean Hwy

Adults $13.50, children $10.00

Sat Jan 17th

10 – 11.30 am

Pickling workshop

450 Nepean Hwy Mt Martha

$15. Ph. 035987 3078

Sun Jan 18th

9am – 2pm

Point Nepean National Park Market

Parking $5

Tues Jan 20th

10am – 11am

Gardens Alive (Kids Activity 4-10yrs)

Thurs Jan 22nd

10 – 11 am

Compost Capers (Kids Activity)

Fri Jan 23rd

Open from
1 – 4 pm

Cut your power bills and save energy

Point Nepean National Park Rd,
Portsea
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars
450 Nepean Hwy Mt Martha
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars
450 Nepean Hwy Mt Martha
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars
450 Nepean Hwy Mt Martha

Until 23rd Jan

Various

Junior Rangers Program 6-10yr olds

The Briars & Sorrento

www.visitmorningtonpeninsula.org

Jan 23-25

From 11am

Churchill Island Kids Festival

Churchill Island, Phillip Island

www.penguins.org.au (events)

Sat Feb 7th
Sun Feb 15th

8am-4pm
10am – 12pm

Detox your home: unwanted Chemicals
Gardening in a dry climate

Frankston
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne

1800 353 233 www.frankston.vic.gov.au
Bookings required 03 5990 2200

Thu Feb 19th

TBC

Western Port Catchment Committee Boat Trip

Southern Western Port

Bookings ian@biosphere.org.au or 59 792167

20-22nd Feb

Western Port Festival

Hastings Foreshore

www.westernportfestival.org.au

Sat 21st Feb

From 6pm
20th
9.30 – 11am

Bottling Workshop

$15 Bookings 03 59873 078

Sun 22nd Feb

10am – 12pm

Gardening for the future

Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars
450 Nepean Hwy Mt Martha
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne

Feb 23-25th

9.30-3.30pm

Indigenous Wetlands Wardens Training

Hastings

Clean up Australia Day

In your local area

Enquiries: Dan Weller 039 347 0757
Bookings: Andrew Morrison 038 781 7960
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au

Sun Mar 1st

$5/child Bookings essential 03 5987 3078
$5/child Bookings essential 03 59873 078
No cost

Bookings required 03 5990 2200

